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Julie Shimer, Ph.D., is chief executive officer and president of Welch Allyn, a privately-held, 
manufacturer of frontline medical equipment and diagnostic solutions headquartered in 
Skaneateles Falls, New York. Shimer joined the Welch Allyn family in 2002 as a member of the 
board of directors, bringing with her over 20 years of leadership experience in the computer 
networking and wireless communications industries. Shimer’s business expertise and exceptional 
grasp of technology proved to be an invaluable asset to the company, earning her the title of 
president and CEO in 2007 – becoming the first woman to hold this post in the 95-year history of 
the company. In her first two years at the company, Welch Allyn won “Best Places to Work™” 
accolades in Ireland and Mexico, began developing an innovative new platform of connected 
devices, and broke ground on a $30 million expansion project at its global headquarters in 
Skaneateles Falls.  
 
Most recently, Shimer served as president and CEO of Vocera Communications, a leading wireless 
communications company based in Cupertino, Calif. While at Vocera, she led the company in 
securing more than $29 million in capital funding, shipped the first Vocera Communications 
Systems, and added key talent to the executive, marketing, and technical teams. As a result of her 
leadership, the company experienced explosive growth; and its communication system was 
deployed in leading hospitals in the United States and Europe. 
 
Shimer also held executive positions at 3Com Corporation, serving as vice president and general 
manager of its networking products. Before joining 3Com, she held executive positions at Motorola, 
where she was vice president and general manager in the paging division and, prior to that post, 
vice president in its semiconductor products sector. Shimer also held leadership positions at AT&T 
Bell Laboratories and Bethlehem Steel Company. Along the way, Shimer was issued a US patent 
and authored more than 10 technical papers. 
 
Shimer currently holds board positions with Welch Allyn, NetGear, the Engineering Information 
Foundation and the Metropolitan Development Association. She is actively involved in programs 
that encourage women to enter engineering fields and is a senior member of the Institute of 
Electrical and Electronics Engineers and Society for Women Engineers.  
 
Dr. Shimer holds master’s and doctoral degrees in Electrical Engineering from Lehigh University 
and a bachelor’s degree in Physics from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.   
 
She resides in Skaneateles, NY with her husband, Jary.  


