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Annual Conference Information
Locations: Collaborative Life Sciences Building 
and Marylhurst University
   
   September Conference Dates and Times

   Wednesday, 9/9 - 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.: Day One
   Wednesday, 9/9 - 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.: Reception*
   Thursday, 9/10 - 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.: Day Two
   Thursday, 9/10 - 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.: Reception
   Thursday, 9/10 - 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.: Keynote Dinner*

* Day One Reception and Dinner tickets sold separately

#oregonbio2015

Platinum Sponsors



Company 
Pitchfest

9:30 - 10:15 a.m. Morning Keynote Gary Gilliland, Ph.D., M.D., President and Director, 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center

10:15 -  11:00 a.m.

11:45 - 12:15 p.m. Lunch Pick-up/Networking /Poster Session

12:15 - 1:15 p.m. Lunch Keynote Wolf Richter, Founder and Inventor, EPIC Semiconductors, 
Holder of 200+ patents and award-winning entrepreneur

Breakout Session III

3:30 - 4:00 p.m.

8 - 9:15 a.m. Registration/Breakfast Networking

Women in 
STEM 

Coffee/Network/Research Pavilion

Afternoon Keynote JudIth Kjelstrom, Ph.D., Director, Biotech Program at 
University of California Davis

1:30 - 2:15 p.m.

2:30 - 3:15 p.m.

Coffee and Exhibitor/Research Pavilion Break

Breakout Session II

4:00 - 4:45 p.m.

Company 
Pitchfest

11:00 -  11:45 a.m.

Career 
Path

Track I Track IIAuditorium
Breakout Session I

Community 
Outreach Pres.

Career 
Path

Cannabis Research:
Exploring a new frontier

Auditorium

Oregon Tech Transfer: 
OHSU, OSU, UP, Etc.

The Value of Health: The 
economics of saving lives

9:15 - 9:30 a.m. Opening Remarks Joseph Carroll, Ph.D., Director of Commercialization, OHSU
Knight Cancer Institute, Knight Cancer Challenge Update

Day One: 9-9-2015
Research and Entrepreneurship

This year’s two-day bio conference 
features an opening day dedicated to 
highlighting Oregon’s burgeoning 
entrepreneur and medical research
communities. Held for the first time at 
the Collaborative Life Sciences Building, 
Day One highlights the unique factors 
that help drive innovation. 

Day One’s Agenda includes:

Keynote Speakers

Whether attempting to cure cancer or 
inventing a new generation of biosensors, 
this year’s keynotes have been chosen to 
challenge traditional thinking. The goal is 
to provide the participants with a mix of 
informative perspectives they can use to 
stimulate and accelerate innovation in their 
own organizations.

Track I: The Bioscience Career Path

Bioscience represents a great career 
opportunity–if you can get on the right path. 
Oregon Bio 2015 offers attendees an op-
portunity to learn from industry executives 
and human resource experts what it takes to 
nurture your career in bioscience. 

Track II: Investor/Company Pitchfest

Coming on the heels of last year’s successful 
entrepreneurial showcase, Oregon Bio 2015 
will again provide entrepreneurs the chance 
to pitch their companies to qualified inves-
tors and potential bio partners. Regardless 
of where you are in the commercialization 
food chain, it is never too early to start 
refining your presentation.

In 2015, Oregon Bio brings together our best 
ever group of investor judges and panelists. 
Win, lose or draw, every entrepreneur can 
benefit from the feedback provided to our 
participants.

Oregon Bio 2015: 
Expanding the Ecosystem
Day One, which takes place at the Collabora-
tive Life Sciences Building on the South Water-
front, highlights the innovative perspectives of 
nationally respected researchers, innovators 
and policy makers while exploring the latest 
commercialization opportunities found in 
Oregon’s research and entrepreneurial sectors. 
To compete with the world’s best entrepre-
neurial ecosystems, Oregon must learn to 
cultivate this trait and reward the risks these 
pioneers take. 

Though representing different aspects of the 
industry, Day One keynotes speakers “think 
different.” Each has a vision of the future 
medical, technical and educational innovations 
that will reshape the industry. 

Research Pavilion. Researchers—from 
undergraduate students to seasoned research 
scientists—come together to present the latest 
work emerging in Oregon’s bioscience com-
munity. A panel of Oregon’s commercializa-
tion and research professionals have actively 

recruited Oregon’s best research initiatives. 
Each academic research poster and emerging 
company was selected based on their 
commercialization or investment potential.

Career Development. This year, Oregon Bio 
introduces a new focus on bioscience career 
development. Oregon Bio is leading the way 
in developing new tools and  programs to help 
the next generation of bioscience workers. This 
is especially important when helping students 
meet the professional challenges they will face 
as they pursue careers outside academia.
Panelists from medical device and pharmaceu-
tical companies will provide perspective on the 
business of life sciences, while entrepreneurs 
share their path to post-University life.

Investors and Entrepreneurs. This year’s 
Pitchfest’s entrepreneurs were selected from 
a pool of innovative bioscience pioneers. In 
addition to the opportunity to make their 
pitch before a combined audience of inves-
tors, potential partners and bioscience peers, 
those companies selected to present will also 
be invited to participate in one-on-one “Pitch” 
training and networking opportunities.

Day One Platinum Co-Sponsors



An Ecosystem to Drive 
Competitive Advantage
As Oregonians we are rightly proud of our 
quality of life. Our bioscience ecosystem, on 
the other hand, has been a work in progress. 
In the areas of manufacturing supply chain, 
educated workforce, and research and devel-
opment, Oregon has been traditionally strong. 
However, now it is time to leverage our current 
industry momentum to make permanent and 
lasting improvements to this ecosystem.

Day Two, which takes place on the Marylhurst 
University campus, provides attendees with a 
unique mix of business strategy perspectives, 
policy discussions, and operational case 
studies to prompt an open discussion on 
how to improve the ecosystem.  

Content Tracks. This year, our content tracks 
(see columns marked Track I and II) focus on 
the essential elements that drive the overall 
ecosystem. Each content track includes three, 
45-minute breakout sessions related to the 
track theme. The panel discussion schedule 
is outlined above.

The conference agenda takes advantage of 
Marylhurst’s beautiful campus to keep attend-
ees moving and engaged with each other.

Keynote presentations and breakout sessions 
provide a combination of moderated panel 
discussions and individual presentations. 
The goal is to create an environment where 
attendees can engage with both the speak-
ers and each other. In past years, conference 
participants have appreciated the intimate 
atmosphere of the event. With an attendee to 
speaker ratio of 10 to 1, the chance of having 
a meaningful conversation with a world-class 
expert in their field is very high.

Our conference has also gained a reputation 
for offering excellent networking opportuni-
ties. Both days feature receptions following 
the day’s conference activities, with the 
signature Oregon Bio Annual Conference 
Dinner on Thursday, September 10th.  

Given my past 35+ years of attending nu-
merous bioscience trade shows, symposia, 
medtech society meetings and workshops, 
etc.,  I have found the Oregon Bio annual 
conference to be among the best. Great 
facility, well organized, pertinent topics 
of interest within broad categories, high 
quality speakers, and a  friendly envi-
ronment keep me coming back.  I would 
strongly recommend anyone interested 
in the bioscience industry to attend this 
conference. 

Les Mace, www.bendbio.org   

9:30 - 10:15 a.m.
Morning Keynote Dan Ledger, Principal and Digital Health Strategist, 

Endeavour Partners, LLC

10:30 -  11:00 a.m.

12:00 - 1:15 p.m. Lunch Keynote Cabot Brown, CEO, Carabiner LLC, Investment Banker, 
International Financier and GW Pharma Board Member 

Breakout Session III

3:30 - 4:00 p.m.

8:30 - 9:30 a.m. Registration/Breakfast Networking/Introductory Remarks

PDX Southeast Quadrant:
Next bioscience cluster?

Coffee/Networking

Afternoon Keynote Fred Vogelstein, Author, Contributing Editor, 
WIRED Magazine

1:30 - 2:15 p.m.

2:30 - 3:15 p.m.

Coffee and Exhibitor

Breakout Session II

4:15 - 5:00 p.m.

11:00 -  11:45 a.m.

Policy issues impacting the 
life sciences economy

Track I Track II
The Inside Story: 
Innovation to incorporation

Breakout Session I

Cambia Grove: Driving 
healthcare innovation 

Main Ballroom

CEO Roundtable: Oregon’s bioscience business climates 
through the lens of its leaders

Day Two Platinum Sponsor

Day Two: 9-10-2015
Business and Policy

Day two of our bio conference focuses 
on the business factors driving Oregon’s 
expanding bioscience ecosystem. From 
the construction of the Tilikum Crossing 
Bridge to exciting new markets, Ore-
gon’s bioscience industry has never been 
more active. We must now translate this 
economic momentum into ecosystem 
expansion.

Our Day Two agenda includes:

Keynotes and Panels

This year’s keynote speakers and panelists 
represent a broad spectrum of industry 
stakeholders and leaders. With the biosci-
ence industry riding the momentum created 
by Genentech’s exciting Hillsboro expansion 
plans, and the successful fundraising  of the 
Knight Cancer Challenge, the bioscience 
ecosystem is expanding and becoming more 
sophisticated. Our regional challenge is to 
manage this expansion to maximize the 
potential economic growth. 

Track I: Business/Finance

Oregon has always been a great place to live, 
but for seasoned entrepreneurs it has also 
been a difficult fundraising environment. 
While other companies in “hotter” locations 
seem to fall into funding rounds, Oregon 
companies struggle to attain  their funding 
goals at relatively lower valuations. Thank-
fully, change is clearly happening as activity 
in Oregon heats up. Track I profiles recent 
investments, mergers and acquisitions and 
expansion activity with a focus 
on what this means for our industry.

Track II: Policy/Economic Development

From the basic foundation of healthcare 
value to the intricacies of adapting to 
non-traditional new markets, Oregon Bio 
is committed to highlighting the important 
issues that can restrict or stimulate growth. 
To thrive, bioscience executives must learn 
to translate their product’s value proposition 
into terms that resonate with both politi-
cians and the average citizen.

Symbolizing our rapidly evolving market 
sector, the legalization of cannabis has 
created a dynamic new market and research 
pathway.  Clearly, Oregon’s ecosystem 
continues to reward companies that can 
learn and adapt to new market forces.



Oregon Bio 2015

Platinum Sponsors
Oregon Translational Research and 
   Development Institute (OTRADI) 
Oregon Health & Science University (OHSU) 
Genentech 
 
Track Sponsors 
Biotechnology Industry Organization (BIO)
Biotronik/MSEI 
Oregon Health & Science University (OHSU)
Anvil Media 
 
Silver Sponsors 
Canon
Eli Lilly  
HDR
MedIntelliBase
Springer 
TE Connectivity 

Dinner & Lunch Sponsors
Davis Wright Tremaine 
Biotronik
Micro Systems Engineering Inc. 
Welch Allyn 

Wine Tasting Reception Sponsors
OHSU 
PhRMA  
Zidell Yards

Networking Reception Sponsors 
OTRADI
OHSU
Genentech 

Lanyard Sponsors 
Biotronik 
Genentech 

Coffee & Breakfast Sponsor 
Publix Northwest 
HDR

Research Commercialization Sponsors
Oregon Nanoscience & 
Microelectronics Institute (ONAMI)

Women in Science Sponsor
Commissioning Agents

Exhibitors 
AirGas
Anvil Media
BIO
Biotronik/MSEI 
Bovard Consulting
Canon
Charles River Labs 
Commissioning Agents
Genentech 
Infocus
Marquam Group 
MedIntelliBase
Oregon Clinical Trials & Research Institute 
OHSU-Invent
OTRADI  
Portland State Business Accelerator
ShareVault 
Sigma Design 
Springer
TCI America
TE Connectivity
VWR
Welch Allyn 

Day Two 
Marylhurst University Campus
17600 Pacific Highway, 
Lake Oswego, OR 97036

Day One 
Collaborative Life Sciences Building 
2730 Southwest Moody Ave.
Portland, OR 97201

We are here to help
Oregon Bio was formally established as a 
non-profit in 1989 by a consortium of universi-
ties, public officials, educators and bioscience 
executives to cultivate a regionally synergistic 
climate in which to build a bioscience commu-
nity. Today, Oregon Bio supports the regional 
bioscience community through networking, 
workforce development, educational pro-
grams, enterprise support, advocacy, and the 
promotion of research collaborations. 

As the collective voice for our bioscience com-
munity, Oregon Bio is responsible for commu-
nicating the industry’s economic impact, issues 

and challenges to the public sector, educators 
and the general public.

Oregon Bio promotes the growth and continu-
ally seeks ways to support sustainability and 
growth in the life science, bioscience, biotech-
nology and device manufacturing industries. 
Oregon Bio offers a host of member services 
to lower operational costs and promote 
partnering, so members can achieve their sci-
entific, economic and social potential. Oregon 
Bio, is a nonprofit association, and an affiliate 
of the Biotechnology Industry Organization. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION:

Website: www.oregonbio.org
Office Phone: (503) 548-4432
Address:  2828 SW Corbett, Suite 115
   Portland, OR  97201

Dennis McNannay, Executive Director
dennis@oregonbio.org

Julie Black, Director of Member Services 
and Business Development
julie@oregonbio.org

Cindy Lum, Office Manager
cindy@oregonbio.org

News/PR Alerts: news@oregonbio.org
Twitter: #oregonbio2015


